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Reconstruction of the Phonological History of the Dagur L anguage (1)

—— Spirantization of Word-initial ¥——

OTAKE Masami

Abstract

In the Dagur language, one of the ‘isolated’ lamggsain Mongolic, one observes spirantization®f *
in initial position before ifirst noted by N. N. Poppe in 1930. This papeerafits to determine the
strict condition where it occurred and the relativder among related sound changes. In conclusion,
it was revealed that:

(i) the fortis affricate & in initial position before ¥ becames except for the cases where the
first syllable was open and the second syllablewel was heavy or where the first syllable was
open and the second syllable’s onset was fortis,
and that:

(i) the above change occurred later than voweltreation (*V'V > VV) and earlier than
palatal breaking (*Ci...V > @...V).
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