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What was the reason why the transcriptor rendered the AM.surds by his
sonants, and the AM.sonants by his surds? | think that this reason lies not
only in the fact that the AM.weak voiceless plosives and affricatives were
unaspirated, while the corresponding voiced consonants were aspirated*, but
also in the degree of sonority of the latter.

*KARLGREN. Etudes sur la phonologie chinoise, p.360. (p-632)
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Bernhard Karlgren explained the reason for this interchange as follows: if
old Chinese voiced stop and affricate initial consonants are taken as
[b].[d].[g], etc., then it is incomprehensible that the Mongolian heard old
Chinese [p] as [b], old Chinese [b] as [p], etc.; however, if these initial
consonants are assumed as [b*],[ d*1.[ g‘], etc., and if the aspiration of
““p,””““t,””““k,”” etc. was stronger than that of ““b,””““d,””““g,”” etc. in
Mongolian—as in the case of German—then old Chinese [b‘] might have been
regarded as [p‘] by the Mongolian because of its aspiration, and old Chinese
voiceless lenis [p] as [b] because of its absence of aspiration. pp.151-152
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